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Introduction

Already in its second year, the Entrepreneurship Centre’s Liber Project 
engages UK start-ups, scale-ups, and SMEs for a tailored business 
development programme. The initiative brings founders and C-level 
executives together with Oxford Saïd Business School MBA and Executive 
MBA students and alumni for a highly collaborative 5-month project. 
Students gain practical experience whilst providing organisational and 
operational support to the enrolled cohort of businesses.

All participants benefit from masterclasses delivered by Oxford academics 
and industry experts in entrepreneurship and innovation topics including; 
Leadership, Scenario Planning, Innovation and Negotiation. In addition, 
tailored industry clinics help our founding teams tackle business-specific 
needs in topics such as Investor Relations, Branding, Not for Profit 
Financing, Pitching and more. The Liber Project enables participants to 
build a network of like-minded entrepreneurs, students, and experts.

The Liber Project initially launched in 2020 in response to the Covid-19 
crisis. In its first year, it brought together a cohort of 35 diverse businesses 
with over 150 University of Oxford students, alumni, faculty, business 
leaders and entrepreneurs. It served as a unique way to share knowledge, 
expertise, and to support one another in a period of great uncertainty.

As part of the Project, we have partnered with organisations like 
Headspace and Octopus Ventures and welcomed inspirational speakers 
including Chris Barton, Co-founder of Shazam and Jenny Tooth, Chief 
Executive of UK Business Angels Association. We’re excited to share that 
this year we are also working with AWS activate.

Thank you to all the fantastic contributors so far and we really look 
forward to working with many more business leaders, faculty members, 
entrepreneurs, and students in future editions to come.

With best wishes, 
The Entrepreneurship Centre
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Archangel Lightworks
Laser communications to 100x the value from space

Richard Johanson
CEO

www.archangel.works

Archangel Lightworks was set up to solve the limitations involved in getting 
data down from space, to 100x the amount of space data which makes it 
down to Earth. Our vision is to maximize the potential for space data to do 
good in the world, putting data into the hands of those who need it most - 
for the benefit of people and planet.
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Assadaqaat Community Finance
Enabling individuals & organisations to drive prosperity  
amongst our communities

Akmal Hanuk
Founder & CEO

Dr Ahmad Jamal
Director & Chair

www.assadaqaatcommunityfinance.co.uk

Assadaqaat Community Finance (ACF) is a not-for-profit, innovative and 
leading organisation designed to address financial and social exclusion, socio-
economic inequality helping to eradicating poverty (United Nations SDG’s).

By offering strategically targeted professional enterprise support and 
a ground-breaking, pioneering ‘interest free & debt free’ financial 
initiative based on Islamic Financial Principles, ACF’s vision and mission 
is to financially empower our communities through encouraging 
entrepreneurship & self-employment, removing barriers to access finance. 

ACF fills a ‘gap’ in the market for entrepreneurs who are unable to benefit 
from traditional sources of finance (interest bearing loans & debt) on 
the grounds of their cultural, religious, ethical values, beliefs and/or the 
eligibility criteria.

At the core of our innovation is the provision and access to ‘interest and 
debt free finance’ by using a key legitimate Islamic Finance instrument 
of Assadaqaat (charitable donations, philanthropy, benevolence and 
generosity) as a principle source of finance for enterprise development.

Applying Philanthropy & Benevolence to nurture Entrepreneurship without 
the burden of ‘Interest & Debt’, the distinctiveness of the ACF financial 
initiative lies in the transformation of the ‘beneficiaries of today’ into ‘the 
benefactors of tomorrow’
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Common Seas

Jo Royle
Founder & CEO

Peter Chauvel
Clean Blue Alliance Project Manager

www.commonseas.com

Common Seas is a social enterprise tackling the plastic pollution crisis by 
driving new policy, investing in the circular economy and catalysing a cultural 
shift in how we make, use and dispose of plastic.
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Disabled Students UK
Working to make Higher Education accessible

Mette Westander
Founding Director

Amelia McLoughlan
Network Director

www.disabledstudents.co.uk

Disabled Students UK is a community interest company and the only 
disabled student led organisation working to increase accessibility in Higher 
Education and improving disabled students’ experiences.

Our activities span sector research, consulting, outreach and amplifying 
disabled students’ voices. Results and data drive our organisation. Our 
reports on disabled students’ experiences and the impact of the pandemic 
across the sector have been highlighted in parliamentary contexts as well 
as by various commissions. We have been approached by decision makers 
to consult on various issues pertaining to disabled students. Our platform 
for disabled student activists has 400 contributors from 60 different 
universities. 

All of our volunteers, including our three Directors, are current or former 
disabled students. Key to our work is raising up and incorporating the 
experiences of our contributors. Our work allows disabled students to channel 
their voice, expand their expertise and get invaluable employment skills.
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EquipGo
Revolutionising Equipment Rental

Donavon McKillen
Operations Intern

Lee Johnston www.equipgo.co.uk

EquipGo is revolutionising equipment rental in the construction industry 
by offering streamlined procurement and management of construction 
equipment leveraging recent advances in technology to serve this £100B 
industry. It gives customers an advanced equipment search function in a 
viable radius of their worksite alongside analytics data. It gives equipment 
suppliers the ability to proactively offer their equipment via a new sales 
channel with real-time availability, smart pricing and the ability to digitise 
their processes and fleet.
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Factory 42
Making knowledge entertainment

John Cassy
Founder and CEO

Stephen Stewart
CTO

www.factory42.uk

Factory 42 is a fast growing and multi-award winning startup disrupting the 
worlds of entertainment and knowledge by creating new types of interactive 
content and experiences. 

Current projects include a 5G powered Augmented Reality app inspired 
by the upcoming BBC series Green Planet and featuring Sir David 
Attenborough that will launch in early 2022. 

Factory 42 is a recipient of one of the UK’s largest innovation grants and was 
one of just six UK tech businesses asked to showcase work to the Prime 
Minister at 10 Downing Street during London Tech Week 2020.
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Fixing Dad
Inspiring people to engage with their health

Rohin Malhotra
Managing Director

www.FixingDad.com
www.FixingUs.com

Fixing Dad is a health-engagement organisation that provides authentic 
and inspiring health content, patient-journeys, events and peer-to-peer tech 
services to inspire and empower people and their loved ones to engage 
with their health in partnership with brands and organisations. We do this in 
partnership with organisations, brands and policymakers.

In a world where there is no shortage of health products, services, regimes 
and policies we are still seeing a rapid growth of critical conditions. It is 
assumed that people will engage with, and remain engaged with, whatever 
they need but this is not the case. People need help to engage with their 
health and, with FIXING US and our other brands, we do this with diet and 
lifestyle decisions agnostically and with the ability to integrate with any 
health solution.
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Greengage AgriTech Limited
Enlightened Livestock Farming

Matthew Byrne
Chairman

Steve Parsons
CEO

www.greengage.global

Improving health and welfare of intensively farmed animals is a key concern 
for farmers and consumers. In a global poultry & swine industry worth 
over $300 billion/year, Greengage has developed unique sensors to deliver 
valuable real-time animal health and welfare data. Farmers are provided 
with early stage warnings of health/welfare issues enabling timely and cost 
effective interventions. Retailers and consumers are provided with a reliable 
and consistent numerical measure of animal welfare.



Harpal Clinic

Dan Smith
Co Founder - Managing Director Co Founder - Medical Director

Dr Harpal Bains
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www.harpalclinic.co.uk

We are an innovative central London healthcare business at the forefront 
of the emerging discipline of medical health optimisation using our unique 
blend of both functional and hormone medicine. Roughly half of our 
patients have chronic autoimmune conditions who we help to improve their 
conditions and live better lives. The other half are in good health and want to 
optimise their performance and longevity. We are the leading clinic bringing 
this form of progressive healthcare to the UK. 

We are creating awareness of a new way of thinking of health and wellness 
- a more proactive, partnership approach than the traditional doctor-patient 
relationship. Take the fear factor away from doctors. In the same way that 
we see a financial advisor in the hope that they will guide us make good 
financial decisions, we can use doctors in the same way; see a doctor to 
find out how to optimise our health span; in the hope that good health and 
vitality prevails over the long term; as opposed to sickness medicine, where 
we only see a doctor when we’re ill. We help our patients figure all this 
out - optimising their nutrition, exercise, stress, concurrent illnesses (if any), 
hormones, repair and recovery, sleep etc so that each person performs at 
peak for his/her needs.

We’ve spent the last five years researching and developing treatment 
protocols, building a dedicated core team of healthcare professionals, and 
successfully treating hundreds of people with our empowering, lifestyle 
conscious, patient partnership approach - many of whom have become 
enthusiastic advocates.
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Koody
Online marketplace for financial services

Halimah Omogiafo
Founder and CEO

www.koody.co

Koody is an online marketplace for financial services.

On the demand side of the marketplace, we help under-35s in the UK make 
smart financial decisions by providing money management tools, product 
reviews and superior financial guidance.

On the supply side, we help banks, fintech startups, and other financial 
institutions solve their customer acquisition problems by connecting them to 
the under-35s within our platform, and providing data and rich insights into 
customer wants and needs.
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KYALLI

Charis Udeh
Founder & CEO

Okeoma Ononuju-McErnest
Head of Strategy and Operations

www.kyalliskin.com

KYALLI is a 100% natural, nontoxic, high performance luxury beauty 
and wellness company, founded on the simple premise that, we do not 
have to compromise on our health to obtain real transformational results. 
Our proprietary formulas are created to reach beyond the saturated skin 
care market to personal care, and has been primed to serve underserved 
consumers including Ageing, Ailing and Ethic Diaspora communities.
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Lightricity Ltd
Lightricity has developed the highest performance light energy 
harvesting devices in the market, enabling sustainable products 
which do not require battery changes or recharging.

Matthias Kauer
Managing Director

Simon Aliwell
Senior Business Development Manager

www.lightricity.co.uk

Lightricity’s mission is to provide sustainable, environmentally friendly power 
sources for Internet of Things devices.

Battery replacements are the customer pain-point for Internet of Things 
devices, and they are a major barrier to sustainability and scalability. 
The majority of IoT devices currently rely on disposable or rechargeable 
batteries, which is not environmentally sustainable. The cost of changing 
batteries also creates operational barriers that limit large-scale deployments 
of sensor devices.

We believe harvesting ambient energy from the environment is the only 
sustainable solution for providing power. That is why at Lightricity we have 
developed the world’s highest efficiency light energy harvesting technology 
for providing power from indoor light sources.

lightricity



LIBER PROJECT 2021 16

Modern Synthesis
Biomaterials to empower creativity

Jen Keane
Co-founder / CEO

Ben Reeve
Co-founder / CTO

www.modern-synthesis.com

Modern Synthesis is a London based biomaterial start-up connecting the 
dots between biology, material science and design to craft progressive 
biomaterials and tangible material solutions for the fashion industry. The 
company’s patent pending ‘microbial weaving’ process employs microbes 
to grow a strong, lightweight cellulose-based composite material that is 
naturally biodegradable or closed loop recyclable and offers unique potential 
for aesthetic + performance customization.
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Oxford Silk Phage Technologies Ltd (OSPT)
Novel Antibacterial Medical Devices

Stephanie Lesage
Co-founder / CEO

www.oxfordsilkphages.co.uk

Founded in 2020, Oxford Silk Phage Technologies addresses the growing 
problem of surgical site infections by developing superior, first of a kind 
natural silk-bacteriophage antibacterial medical devices. Reducing the 
occurrence of infections and the need for antibiotics in large and growing 
patient populations at high risk, OSPT’s platform technology benefits from a 
first movers advantage and a multidisciplinary team already in place. OSPT 
will actively contribute to the fight against antibiotic resistance, the world’s 
next biggest threat to global health.
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Pockla
Powering conscious consumption

Hugo Bibby
Co-Founder

Rupert Boddington
Co-founder

www.pockla.com

Pockla provides point of purchase insights regarding the impact 
(sustainability & responsibility) of the companies you shop from. Our 
platform gives you an independent source of information as you browse 
online that allows consumers to buy products from companies that align 
with your values. Pockla does this by making company comparisons simple. 
Our mission is to become a platform that contextualises the impact of every 
purchase you make.
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Quantum Dice
Quantum Dice, developing verifiable and secure photonics to 
advance key industrial applications in security, simulation, and AI.

George Dunlop
Director of Partnerships & Co-Founder

Zhanet Zaharieva
COO & Co-Founder

www.quantum-dice.com

Quantum Dice is an award-winning quantum technology spinout from the 
University of Oxford providing hardware solutions to the security and optical 
computing sectors based on photonic circuits to replace existing electronic 
circuits. This offers a significant advantage in computing and security tasks 
while reducing power demands and generating little to no heat.
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RISE Project
Racially Inclusive Skin Evidence

Wanja Knighton
Founder

George Economides
Director

www.RISEProject.co.uk

RISE Project is an international nonprofit dedicated to reducing 
representation bias in education and digital healthcare applications. Less 
than 5% of leading medical textbook images are of non-white skin, and 
there have been numerous reports of bias in algorithmic training. Especially 
in the field of machine learning and artificial intelligence, it is critical that 
diversity is included from early training. We help source diverse data 
ethically by partnering with East African institutions to enable inclusive 
healthcare solution development.
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The Adventure Is Real
Creating the world’s best online live-performance games

Chris Stylianou
Founder and CEO

Luke Peake
Co-founder and CGO

www.theadventureisreal.com

At The Adventure Is Real we are on the new frontier of immersive 
entertainment. We’ve pioneered the creation of online live-performance 
games, building award-winning adventures that delight teams of friends, 
family and co-workers from the comfort of their own home.

We’ve been on an incredible growth journey over the last 12 months, and 
have just completed our SEIS funding round to continue our ambitious 
growth plans.



YellowNest
A b2b childcare FinTech. Nurturing growth for 
employers, working parents and children.

Kannan Ganga
Founder & CEO

www.yellownest.co.uk

outcome for small children. Designed by an award-winning HR Director to fit 
retain and attract talent. This will encourage gender diversity and educational 
We have created the first childcare FinTech, which allow for employers to 

the needs of employers and workplace culture.
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Saïd Business School

Saïd Business School at the University of Oxford 
blends the best of new and old. We are a vibrant 
and innovative business school, but yet deeply 
embedded in an 800-year-old world-class university. 
We create programmes and ideas that have global 
impact. We educate people for successful business 
careers, and as a community seek to tackle world-scale 
problems. We deliver cutting-edge programmes and 
ground-breaking research that transform individuals, 
organisations, business practice, and society. We 
seek to be a world-class community, embedded in a 
world- class university, tackling world-scale problems.

Entrepreneurship Centre

The Entrepreneurship Centre supports Saïd 
Business School’s community in pursuing their 
entrepreneurial ambitions. We play a significant 
role in supporting student futures at Oxford Saïd, 
working with other departments within the School 
to underpin the curricular and co-curricular, personal 
and entrepreneurial goals of our students. How 
do we do this? Through experiential learning, 
access to local and global networks, and thought 
leadership. The programming of the Centre is 
designed to support and enhance the journey of 
students throughout their time at Oxford Saïd.

Saïd Business School 
University of Oxford 
Park End Street 
Oxford, OX1 1HP 
United Kingdom

www.sbs.oxford.edu

All information is correct at the time of 
going to press. Please check our website 

for the most up-to-date information.

© 2021 SAID BUSINESS SCHOOL
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