
My background is in 
accounting and finance. I have 
worked on an ERP for a major 
airline and this is where the IT 
bug infected me. 

It makes sense that users understand 
how the tool of their trade is built and 
even more sense to understand who built 
it. I was recently going through a creative 
moment and wandered how I could use 
my experience and skills to fill a gap or 
need in the world. I had just attended the 
OECDs forum on well-being and came 
away with the idea to use technology 
for social good. BlueMecha was created 
with a view to understanding whether the 
impact investing mechanisms add value 
and how blockchain technology can enable 
this i.e. can blockchain tech help  
us measure what matters?

The FinTech Lab and the precursor 
courses (FinTech and Blockchain 
programmes) helped me to succinctly 
describe what I wanted to achieve out 
of my creative moment and bring that 
idea to life. David Shrier and Professor 

Marc Ventresca were very good at laying 
out a path of where you as an individual/
organisation stand right now, where 
you want to be in the future and what 
trusted steps to take to get there. The 
biggest take away from the lab, in my 
humble opinion, is the elimination of fear 
and doubt about what can be achieved. 
I say this as I compare the FinTech Lab 
with other courses (DIPOL and Social 
Finance at Oxford as well as exec MBA in 
Australia) that I have completed.  
This is also evident from the WhatsApp 
messaging that comes through from other 
individuals in the group that attended the 
lab. 

‘Oxford’s FinTech Lab 
helped me to succinctly 
describe what I wanted to 
achieve out of my creative 
moment and bring that  
idea to life’
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