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  Carrie Bach 
  American 
 
Group Director of     
Development and   
Foundations, Centura   
Health, USA 

 
Sector: Nonprofit   
Healthcare 

Carrie Bach is the Group 
Director of Development 
and Foundations for 
Centura Health, the 
largest healthcare 
provider in the state of 
Colorado, a subsidiary of 
Common Spirit Health, 
the largest nonprofit 
healthcare system in the 
United States. Carrie is 
the head of philanthropy 
for several prominent 
Denver-area hospitals 
and is responsible for 
finding innovative ways to 
connect corporate and 
hospital goals with 
philanthropic strategy to 
create a healthier 
Colorado.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Manshuk Bekbolat 
  Kazakh 
 
  Russian,Turkish,Other 
 
Accounting Manager, 
LHH, The Netherlands 

 
Sector: Outplacement 
Services & HR 
Consulting (Career 
Transition, Leadership 
Development, Executive 
Coaching) 

 

Manshuk Bekbolat is 
Accounting Manager with 
responsibility for all 
accounting tasks for the 
Belgian & Dutch entities. 
This includes full 
ownership of balance 
sheet & general ledger 
accounting activities, 
including review of BS 
reconciliations. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Mark Burges Watson 
British 
 
Italian 
 
CEO, Haitong 
International (UK) Ltd, UK 
 
Sector: Financial 
Services 

Mark Burges Watson is 
the CEO of Haitong 
International (UK) Ltd, 
responsible for all 
aspects of the day to day 
management of the firm, 
including regulatory, legal 
and compliance oversight 
as well as recruitment 
and representation. 
Haitong International is 
the HK based subsidiary 
of China's second largest 
Securities firm. The 
business in the UK 
includes Equities, FICC 
and ECM/M&A advisory. 
Mark was formerly the 
CEO & Co-Founder of 
Tokyo-listed 'Japaninvest 
group plc' which was 
acquired by Haitong 
International in 2015. 
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Sasha Collington 
British 
 
Company Director and 
Filmmaker, Midnight 
Circus Films,  
United Kingdom 
 
Sector: Film 

Sasha Collington founded 
Midnight Circus Films in 
2014 to produce the 
feature film, Love Type D. 
Sasha wrote and directed 
Love Type D, in addition 
to raising the finance 
through private equity. 
Her role has involved 
overseeing all creative 
and logistical aspects of 
the production, managing 
a team of over one 
hundred freelancers with 
diverse roles from 
electricians to graphic 
designers to composers.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Caroline Dyott 
British 
 
General Manager, 
Donmar Warehouse, UK 
 
Sector: Arts 

Caroline Dyott manages 
all Donmar Warehouse 
theatre productions, with 
annual budgets of 
~£3.2m. This involves 
scheduling, setting and 
managing budgets and 
supervising the process. 
Caroline is also 
responsible for the 
company's HR systems 
and for overseeing 
policies, practices and 
company welfare. As a 
member of the Senior 
Management Team 
Caroline participate in the 
overall strategic direction 
of the company, including 
business planning and 
policy reviews. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Felicity Edwards 
Australian 
 
Japanese 
 
Section Manager, 
Nissan Europe 
 
Sector: Technology 
 

Felicity Edwards is 
responsible for strategy 
and programme 
management for the 
deployment and 
commercialisation of 
emerging automotive 
technologies (most 
recently connectivity, 
autonomous and electric 
technologies) at Nissan 
Europe. Felicity is 
accountable for cost, 
quality and delivery, and 
managing cross-
functional requirements, 
risks and concerns. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carl Ellett 
American 
 
Sr Economist, PBF 
Energy, USA 
 
Sector: Energy 

Carl Ellett leads a team of 
four that creates short 
and mid-range operating 
tactics for PBF's west 
coast business 
operations, an LLC with 
gross revenue exceeding 
$5b annually. Carl's team 
studies technical supply 
and demand trends for 
the Los Angeles fuels 
market, monitors 
fundamental economic 
factors, and tracks 
competitor movements to 
create superior feed and 
production run plans for 
the refinery; adding value 
through crude selection, 
planning, coordination, 
oversight of execution, 
and submission of 
production forecasts. 
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  Tsolmon Finch 

Mongolian and 
American 

 
 

Strategic Advisor, U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development, Tunisia 
 
Sector: Global 
Development 

Tsolmon Finch is a global 
economic development 
thought leader and works 
to advise, design and 
implement economic 
growth, public financial 
management and policy 
reform programs that 
address UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
Currently, she advises 
USAID Tunisia’s multi-
million dollar job creation 
program on catalyzing 
tourism, fintech, exports 
industries with a focus on 
women and youth 
empowerment. 
Previously, she served in 
senior management roles 
at Chemonics 
International, Inc. working 
with national 
governments to address 
socio- economic, political 
and health security 
issues in conflict and 
post-conflict countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jason Galvan 
American 
 
Spanish 
 
Attorney, Law Office of 
Jason Galvan & 
Associates, United States 
 
Sector: Legal Services 

Jason Galvan is 
responsible for managing 
all office operations and 
is responsible for the 
firm's accounting and 
cash flow, motivating 
associates and other staff 
members, and delegating 
all case duties. 
Underlying the firm's 
management, Jason is at 
the forefront of all 
complex legal matters in 
State and Federal District 
Courts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Michael Gooch 
Australian 
 
Executive Vice 
President - Strategy & 
Operations, Fox 
Entertainment, USA 
 
Sector: Entertainment, 
Media, and 
Telecommunications 
 

Reporting to the CEO of 
Fox Entertainment. 
Michael Gooch has 
responsibility for 
transitioning and growing 
a legacy entertainment 
business for a new Digital 
/ Multi-Platform future, 
while maintaining and 
maximizing legacy 
business models in the 
process. 
Michael works with the 
CEO to define the future 
vision of Fox 
Entertainment. He owns 
the business planning, 
business strategy, and 
corresponding 
implementation to create 
the CEO's vision. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mayumi Hatakeda 
Japanese 
 
Japanese 
 
Manager, Business 
Strategy Sector, 
Advanced Performance 
Materials Business 
Headquarters, Hitachi 
Chemical Co., Ltd., 
Japan 
 
Sector: Chemical 

Mayumi Hatakeda is 
responsible for planning 
the strategy of business 
headquarters, managing 
plan-do-check action 
cycles to keep strategy 
on track, managing 
budget of 5 business 
sectors, and analyzing 
market trends related to 
semiconductors, displays, 
and automobiles.
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Renée He 
Chinese 
 
Mandarin 
 
Senior Manager, Bright 
Scholar Education Group, 
China 
 
Sector: Education 

Senior Manager 
Responsible for the 
group's global strategy 
alliance and overseas 
investment initiatives.  
Renée He is Senior 
Manager at Bright 
Scholar Education Group, 
a NYSE listed company 
backed by Elizabeth 
Yang of Country Garden 
Group ($80 Billion 
turnover company).  
Bright Scholar is currently 
the largest K-12 provider 
in China with 60,000 
students, 8,000 teaching 
& supporting staff and 80 
schools under 
management. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leo Hu 
Singaporean 
 
Mandarin 
 
Portfolio Manager, NN 
Investment Partners, 
Singapore 
 
Sector: Investment 
Management 

Leo Hu manages Asia 
and Middle East 
investments of global 
emerging market debt 
portfolios as Portfolio 
Manager at NN 
Investment Partners.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Huang Huang 
Chinese 
 
Mandarin 
 
Business Development 
Manager, Abu Dhabi 
Ports Company, Abu 
Dhabi 
 
 

Creating value 
proposition and market 
interest from the Chinese 
market into the largest 
Free zone development 
in MENA region. 
Analyzing and bridging 
the governments’ 
development strategy, 
whilst connecting the 
business objectives of 
Abu Dhabi Ports and 
KIZAD related to the 
Chinese market. Taking 
the initiative to create 
interest and convert 
these interests into 
foreign direct investments 
in KIZAD and other 
elements of Abu Dhabi 
Ports group of 
companies. Supporting 
the creation of marketing 
messages and material 
for the Chinese market, 
as well as establishing a 
network of channel 
partners to build up a 
funnel of filtered targeted 
industries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shazia Iqbal 
British 
 
Punjabi,Urdu 
 
Project Manager, 
Deutsche Bank, England 
 
Sector: Investment 
Banking 

Shazia Iqbal is 
responsible for project 
managing a work stream 
within a global regulatory 
programme reporting to 
the board, which seeks to 
address a number of 
critical requirements to 
address concerns raised 
by regulators on the 
bank's client on-boarding 
processes and policies. 
Shazia’s key 
responsibilities involve 
redesigning and 
implementation of the 
front to back process flow 
of key management 
information reporting 
channels as part of a 
global transformational 
regulatory programme. 
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Hamid Ismail 
Pakistani 
 
Urdu 
 
Director/CEO, Ismail 
Industries Limited, 
Pakistan 
 
Sector: Manufacturing 

Hamid Ismail is the 
Director of Ismail 
Industries Limited. 
Working for the family 
business for the past 
eight years, Hamid has 
been CEO of Bisconni, 
the biscuit division of 
Ismail Industries for five 
years, and Snackcity, its 
snacks division for four 
years.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Barbara Onehi Izilein 
Nigerian 
 
Portfolio Manager, 
Nigeria Sovereign 
Investment Authority, 
Nigeria 
 
Sector: Investment 
Management, 
Infrastructure 
Development 

Barbara is an Investment 
Manager with experience 
spanning a range of 
infrastructure sectors 
including power, water 
resources, transportation, 
urban development, 
agriculture and 
healthcare.  
Barbara has also 
managed healthcare and 
agriculture Funds for the 
Nigeria Sovereign 
Investment Authority 
(NSIA), including the 
governance and 
oversight of a number of 
NSIA portfolio 
companies. 
Prior to commencing the 
Executive MBA 
programme at University 
of Oxford, Barbara 
worked with CPCS 
Transcom of Canada and 
subsequently the Nigeria 
Sovereign Investment 
Authority and has gained 
substantial experience 
advising on public private 
partnerships and 
investing in infrastructure 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dirkje Jansen 
Dutch 
 
Spanish, Other 
 
Head of Programmes, 
Amref Flying Doctors, 
Netherlands 
 
Sector: NGO 

Dirkje Jansen is 
responsible for the 
management of Amref 
Flying Doctors’ 
Programme Department 
(15 staff). Dirkje is a 
management team 
member and is 
responsible for quality of 
programmes, large donor 
relations and new 
fundraising appeals. 
Everyone is entitled to 
good health. That is why 
Amref Flying Doctors, the 
main African health 
organisation, closely co-
operates with 
communities, health care 
providers, private sector 
and governments for 
better health in Africa, 
particularly for young 
women. 
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Zhengxun Jin 
Chinese 
 
Mandarin 
 
Managing Director, 
Minth GmbH, Germany 
Sector: Automotive 

Zhengxun Jin is 
responsible for Strategy 
and Investment Planning, 
Marketing & Business 
Development, Innovation 
and Development, 
Operations Management 
for the Europe region on 
behalf of Minth GMBH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Tomas Jurgelis 
Lithuanian 
 
Other 
 
Investor, CEO, Co-
Founder, Cohaby and 
Family Office, UK 
 
Sector: Family Office, 
Real Estate, Investment 
Management 

As CEO and Co-Founder, 
Tomas Jurgelis 
is responsible for 
managing the inception of 
a 'co-living and working' 
start-up based in London: 
working on the 'Pitch 
Deck' that analyses the 
existing problems within 
the Co-living/Working 
industry, assessing the 
market opportunity, 
drawing from the current 
trends within Global 
Wellness Real Estate, 
developing 'financial 
insights' such as Income 
Statement, Balance 
Sheet, Cash Flow, KPIs, 
determining funding 
needs and uses, looking 
to work with Co-founders 
and engaging potential 
investors/co-investors. 
Tomas also manages the 
growth of a personal 
portfolio of stocks, bonds 
and funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gina Kirch 
American 
 
Co-Founder & CCO, 
CoCapital, USA 
 
Sector: Venture Capital 

Gina Kirch is Co-Founder 
of CoCapital, a Venture 
Collective. Each year, 
CoCapital invests in a 
small number of fast-
growing companies from 
outside the 'Silicon Valley 
Bubble', working 
extensively across all 
verticals to ensure they 
are scale-ready, at which 
point we enable UHNW 
'Lead' investors to invest 
& syndicate the 
opportunity to our 
subscription-based Angel 
community to complete a 
robust fundraise. They 
partner with startups from 
investment until exit, 
providing support through 
value-add services 
offered free of charge. As 
Chief Commercial Officer 
(CCO) Gina focuses her 
efforts primarily on 
identifying & developing 
partnerships with Leads 
as well as attracting & 
managing the Angel 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sasha Kulik 
Russian 
 
Russian 
 
Managing Director, 
Gazprombank, Russia 
 
Sector: Investment 
banking, PE and special 
situations 

Sasha Kulik organises 
and leads teams in 
principal investments and 
M&A-advisory 
transactions 
Sasha is involved in 
disputes resolution and 
non-performing 
investments recovery 
management. 
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Muvirimi Kupara 
Zimbabwean 
 
Shona 
 
Chief Executive Officer, 
KNN Group, South Africa 
 
Sector: Investments: 
Venture Capital and 
Private Equity 

Muvirimi Kupara is CEO 
of KNN Group, an African 
oriented dynamic investor 
in early stage or 
mispriced assets in 
African economies. KNN 
achieves its vision by 
taking a semi active 
ownership role in its 
portfolio of companies 
and creating value by 
partnering with 
management teams in 
order to improve 
strategic, operational and 
financial performance. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chris LaRocco 
American 
 
General Manager, 
EnviroTech Services Inc., 
United States of America 
 
Sector: Technology 

Chris LaRocco currently 
works as General 
Manager of EnviroTech 
Services Inc., a Niche 
Chemical Deicing & Dust 
Control Company  
Chris brings previous 
experience as Corporate 
Strategist and Biomass 
Business Unit Manager 
where he was assigned 
to turnaround/rebuild 
ESI's wood pelleting 
operation in Virginia 
where he reduced 
operational costs, 
reinvigorated sales, 
marketing, and promotion 
while optimizing the 
business to better 
position it for divestment. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jonathan Lee 
Singaporean 
 
Mandarin 
 
Director, Asia Pacific 
Region, Montana Mobler 
A/S, Singapore 
 
Sector: Manufacturer of 
Luxury Designers 
Furniture 
 

Jonathan Lee is an 
experienced Business 
Development and 
General Management 
Professional with 
demonstrated history of 
working in the 
Infrastructure/Design 
industry (Architectural 
Lighting & Designers 
Furniture) covering Asia 
Pacific Region since 
1993. Jonathan currently 
works in Business 
Development (BD), 
Cross-borders 
Management, Channel 
Partnership Development 
& Management providing 
on-going MARCOM & 
Public Relation support to 
Channel Partners in 
Brand Building & 
strengthen company's 
positioning in the Asia 
Pacific Region. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ghislain Lesaffre 
French 
 
French, Spanish, 
Portuguese 
 
President, Chocmod 
Canada, Canada 
 
Sector: Food industry 

Ghislain Lesaffre is 
President of Chocmod, 
an international company 
of 150 employees, 35 
000 K euros of turnover 
he bought in 2008 and 
has managed for 10 
years. The company 
manufactures in 2 plants 
(France and Canada) 
chocolate truffles that are 
distributed through 4 
subsidiaries (Canada, 
USA, Hong Kong, and 
France) in more than 40 
countries around the 
world. In May 2018, 
Ghislain was appointed 
director on the board of 
directors at Lesaffre et 
Cie, the world leader in 
baking Yeast.
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Mohamed Liban 
Somali, Ethiopian 
 
Somali, Urdu 
 
Group Finance Director, 
Dahabshiil Group 
Holdings, United Arab 
Emirates 
 
Sector: Finance

Mohamed is the Group 
Finance Director of 
Dahabshiil Group 
Holdings, a diversified 
Group of Companies that 
has operating business in 
the UAE, Somalia, 
Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia 
and Djibouti. Dahabshiil 
Group’s main sector of 
operations are financial 
services, 
telecommunication, 
power, real estate and 
franchising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Joanna Ling 
Malaysian 
 
Executive Director, PE 
Land Sdn Bhd, Borneo, 
Malaysia 
 
Sector: Real Estate 

Joanna Ling is the co-
founder and current 
Executive Director of PE 
Land, a company that 
builds and manages 
shopping malls in 
Malaysia. Joanna started 
the company with support 
from her family company. 
The company started with 
3 people and grew to 300 
people in 3 different 
locations. Having opened 
the first mall at the age of 
29, 12 years on, sales 
have grown to see it 
become the highest 
performing shopping mall 
in East Malaysia, winning 
several awards. As well 
as providing strategic 
direction for the 
company, Joanna is 
responsible for overall 
growth of the company, 
driving culture, and 
increasing profitability 
and shareholder value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Quentin Lintzer 
French 
 
French 
 
Cross-asset trader, 
Credit Agricole CIB, 
United Kingdom 
 
Sector: Investment 
Banking - Capital Markets 
 

Quentin Lintzer is senior 
trader in charge of 
managing a global 
portfolio of long dated 
cross-asset positions 
(rates, credit, fx, equities, 
precious metals) 
Responsible for training 
and overseeing junior 
traders, Quentin is in 
charge of new product 
and new business 
development. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Longley 
British 
 
Operations Finance 
Director, Greencore plc, 
UK 
Sector: Manufacturing 

Richard Longley is 
responsible for day to day 
financial governance and 
reporting of the 
company’s largest 
Division. Richard has full 
Budget and Forecast 
ownership along with 
external auditor 
relationship 
management. He is 
Business Partner to the 
Divisional Operations 
Director with a focus on 
performance 
improvement and BI / CI 
within the manufacturing 
process. Leading 
Greencore's UK 
Operations finance 
strategy across the 4 UK 
divisions, Richard is 
responsible for 
developing, standardising 
and implementing best 
practice across its 
manufacturing facilities 
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Eleanor McGrath 
British and Irish 
 
Head of Grants, Art 
Fund, United Kingdom 
 
Sector: Arts and Culture 

Eleanor McGrath is Head 
of Grants at Art Fund, a 
UK charity that supports 
public museums and 
galleries through grant-
giving programmes and 
online services. Currently 
Eleanor oversees grants 
which support museums 
with collections 
development, helping to 
purchase art, facilitating 
gifts of works of art from 
donors and conservation 
grants. The value of the 
programme that Eleanor 
administers is approx. 
~£5m and also extends to 
several smaller funding 
programmes. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
James McMenamin 
American and Irish 
 
German, Spanish 
 
Senior Project Manager, 
Siemens Gamesa 
Renewable Energy, 
Germany 
 
Sector: Renewable 
Energy 

James McMenamin is a 
Senior Project Manager 
in offshore wind, leading 
a team of 180 individuals 
responsible for safely 
executing the logistics, 
pre-assembly, 
installation, 
commissioning and 
handover of turbines to 
our client. A typical 
project has a construction 
budget of over 95 million 
euros and transitions 
400,000 families from 
fossil fuels to renewable 
energy.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alan Metcalfe 
Irish 
 
Marketing Director / 
C.I.O.,Red Bull / Vetranio 
Ltd., Ireland 
 
Sector: FMCG / 
Technology 

Alan Metcalfe is 
Marketing Director for 
Red Bull on the Island of 
Ireland. The role includes 
end-to-end planning and 
execution of the 
marketing strategy, 
including ATL, Digital, 
Event Marketing, Culture 
& Sports Marketing, 
Gaming & E-Sports 
Marketing, Athlete 
Sponsorship, PR, 
Comms, Consumer 
Collecting & Trade 
Marketing. 
Alan is also responsible 
for Red Bull's various 
media and sports brands 
and as board member of 
Richmond Marketing, 
represents the other 
brands in the Richmond 
Marketing stable, 
including Hendrick's Gin, 
Tullamore D.E.W, Peroni, 
Asahi & Fever-Tree on 
the Island of Ireland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Michelle Mikos 
American 
 
Vice President, Senior 
Director, ETF Due 
Diligence, Invesco, 
United States of America 
 
Sector: Investment 
Management 

Michelle Mikos manages 
Invesco Exchange-
Traded Fund (ETF) 
product support and 
education for the US 
financial industry's 
analyst community. This 
client base evaluates 
investment product and 
controls its availability on 
influential industry trading 
platforms across financial 
services. Michelle defines 
and manages strategy, 
infrastructure, and the 
operating plan, and team 
results for ETF education 
and placement in this 
client channel. 
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Ludmila Milla 
Brazilian 
 
Portuguese 
 
Team and Projects 
Manager, Hive Learning, 
United Kingdom 
 
Sector: Technology 

Ludmila Milla 
supports the accelerated 
growth at Hive Learning 
through organisational 
development, project 
management, and 
strategic planning. 
Currently in charge of 
People and Culture 
management and 
working alongside the 
business divisions 
Ludmila works to deliver 
complex cross-
departmental objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chris Miller 
British 
 
Group Audit Director, 
Royal London Group, UK 
 
Sector: Financial 
Services 

Chris Miller is responsible 
for the group-wide 
Internal Audit function at 
Royal London, the largest 
mutual life insurance, 
pensions and 
investments provider in 
the UK. Leading a team 
of senior managers and 
audit leaders who provide 
independent assurance 
and improve the Group's 
risk management, 
internal control and 
corporate governance 
and reporting directly to 
the Chairman of the 
Board Audit Committee 
Chris also has a dotted 
reporting line to the 
Group CEO. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Qasim Mohammad 
Pakistani 
 
Urdu 
 
Director, Firhaj Footwear 
(Pvt) Ltd, Pakistan 
 
Sector: Retail & 
Manufacturing 
 

Qasim Mohammad 
is board member/owner 
of the Umergroup of 
Companies, one of the 
leading groups in the 
textile industry of 
Pakistan. Qasim is also 
Director - Garments 
Division at Firhaj 
Footwear Private Limited, 
which specializes in 
manufacturing of leather 
garments. Responsible 
for raw material sourcing 
and purchasing, 
production, business 
development and sales.  
In addition, Qasim is 
Director Retail and 
Wholesale Network, 
leading the Marketing 
operations for brands 
such as Hush Puppies, 
Caterpillar and Clarks. He 
developed and deployed 
a franchise model for 
Hush Puppies and 
established and leads 
ecommerce operations 
along with performance 
marketing. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah Moody 
British 
French 
 
Director of Corporate 
Affairs & Investor 
Relations, Pennon 
Group, UK 
 
Sector: Utilities 

Working directly with the 
CEO, Sarah Moody is 
responsible for a 
Directorate of engaged 
and passionate people 
delivering stakeholder 
strategy and engagement 
across the capital 
markets, media and 
digital media, 
Government, customers 
and communities. She 
describes her mission as 
protecting and enhancing 
Group brands and 
reputation, ensuring the 
organization is known as 
a responsible, 
sustainable leader in 
water and waste. Sarah 
shapes Group strategy, 
bringing external 
perspectives into the 
Board room.
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Tawanda Munyika 
Zimbabwean 
 
Strategy & Business 
Development/ 
Treasurer, RioZim 
Limited, Zimbabwe 
 
Sector: Mining 

As a Strategist, Tawanda 
Munvika is charged with 
helping to formulate, 
facilitate and 
communicate strategic 
initiatives and future 
goals for this mining 
giant. His key 
responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, 
owning the company's 
strategic planning agenda 
and getting alignment of 
the same by the CEO 
and Board of Directors. 
Tawanda is responsible 
for further driving the key 
strategic initiatives and 
work alongside project 
teams on the highest 
value strategic priorities 
that will deliver business 
growth/value. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ali Naqvi 
Pakistani 
 
Urdu 
 
Director, Islamic Banking 
Origination, Standard 
Chartered Bank, United 
Arab Emirates 
 
Sector: Banking 
 

Ali Naqvi is an 
experienced professional 
across geographies and 
multi-industries including 
Public sector, Telecom, 
Manufacturing and 
Banking. Proven track 
record of business growth 
and Islamic Banking 
product development & 
origination. Skill set 
includes Relationship 
Management/ Client 
Coverage, Structured 
Trade Finance/ Suppler 
Finance, Treasury & 
Cash Management. 
Areas of interest are 
Fintech, Innovation and 
Sustainability - ESG.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vivian Osayande 
Nigerian 
 
Head Legal, Asia 
Pacific, Middle East & 
Africa Operations, 
Novartis, Switzerland 
 
Sector: 
Legal/Pharmaceuticals 
 

Vivian Osayande is 
responsible for providing 
support to significant 
litigation, arbitration and 
investigations across the 
APMA region and for 
providing strategic 
support to the regional 
business leadership and 
transactional legal 
advisory. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Akiko Otake 
Japanese 
 
Japanese 
 
Japan Tax CFO / Japan 
Region Market Finance 
Lead, EY, Japan 
 
Sector: Finance 

Akiko Otake is a senior 
level executive in finance 
with 20-year work 
experience. Akiko’s 
current roles are CFO for 
EY's Tax practice in 
Japan and the Markets 
Finance Lead for the 
Japan Region. Her main 
responsibilities include 
delivery of financial 
insights to business 
leaders and enablement 
of operational excellence 
through strong cross-
border teaming in Tokyo, 
Bangalore and Dalian. 
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Gaude Paez 
American 
 
Spanish 
 
Senior Vice President & 
Head of Corporate 
Communications, 
HULU, USA 
 
Sector: Media & 
Technology 

Gaude Lydia Paez is an 
expert communicator with 
15+ years of senior 
leadership experience in 
the global media, 
technology and 
advertising sectors. As 
SVP and Head of 
Corporate 
Communications at Hulu, 
Ms. Paez leads the team 
responsible for crafting 
the corporate story for the 
fastest-growing TV 
streaming service in the 
U.S., valued at $15 billion 
(May 2019).  Previously, 
she held executive roles 
at 21st Century Fox, 
video startup Veoh 
Networks, and global web 
services provider Yahoo!. 
Ms. Paez earned her 
bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from Harvard 
University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alec Permison 
American 
 
Chief Enterprise 
Architect, U.S. Courts, 
United States 
 
Sector: Government 
 

Alec Permison leads the 
enterprise architecture 
program for the United 
States federal Judiciary 
providing technology 
strategy and technical 
direction to the 
administrative office in 
Washington, D.C., and 
200+ district, bankruptcy, 
and appellate courts 
nationwide.  
Alec's responsibilities 
include developing the 
strategy and roadmap for 
our commercial cloud 
migration; defining 
enterprise technical 
standards, technical 
reference models, and 
portfolio governance 
methods; and overseeing 
solution architecture for 
cloud and on-premises 
environments.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Marco Piccinini 
Italian 
 
Spanish, Italian 
 
Founding Partner, 
Humanus Regenerative 
Medicine, Argentina / 
Chile / Uruguay / 
Paraguay 
 
Sector: Healthcare 
 

Marco Piccinini is 
Founding Partner of 
Humanus Regenerative 
Medicine, which 
represents cutting edge 
laboratories in the fields 
of regenerative medicine, 
plastic surgery, 
dermatology, aesthetic 
medicine and 
orthopedics. As President 
of the Board of Directors, 
Marco's primary 
responsibilities are: 
Global business, product 
development and 
relations management, 
oversight on marketing 
strategies for market 
penetration, coordination 
& ownership of research 
& medical trials, selection 
of providers and strategic 
partners. Marco is also 
responsible for the overall 
group budget and the 
Humanus' workforce, 
advisors, agents and 
distributors.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Maria Pousa 
Argentinean / American 
 
Spanish 
 
Advisor, Integral Ad 
Science, United States 
and Spain 
 
Sector: Technology 

Maria Pousa is Global 
marketing executive 
advising organizations on 
brand positioning, go to 
market strategy, 
marketing strategy, and 
organizational design. 
Former CMO of Integral 
Ad Science, leading all 
marketing activities 
across the Americas, 
Europe, and Asia, her 
responsibilities have 
included strategic 
marketing, international 
expansion, M&A, go to 
Market strategy, defining 
audience framework, 
commercialization 
strategy, and competitive 
positioning as well as 
Demand Generation, 
Marketing Operations, 
Corporate Marketing and 
PR, Branding. 
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Hope Rinehart Welker 
Australian 
 
Co-Founder, Nodo 
Donuts PTY LTD, 
Australia 
 
Sector: Food & Drink/ 
mining & agriculture

Hope Rinehart Welker is 
the co-founder of a 
growing chain of specialty 
artisan bakeries and 
cafés across Australia for 
which she is the brand 
guardian. Hope's 
responsibilities include 
marketing and PR 
strategy, sales and 
business development. In 
addition to this successful 
start-up business Hope is 
also heavily involved in 
her family business; a 
mining and agricultural 
privately-owned company 
in Australia. She is also 
the mother of two 
daughters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eduardo Rosas 
Peruvian 
 
Spanish 
 
Head of Operational 
Excellence, ENGIE, 
Colombia 
 
Sector: Utility Services 

As Head of Operational 
Excellence, Eduardo 
Rosas leads efficiency 
project implementations 
to ensure profitability, 
automation and 
adherence to the 
management system. He 
promotes a vision of a 
learning organisation and 
contributes in 
management skills 
training of the operations 
team to ensure an 
innovative and updated 
management system is 
implemented throughout 
the company. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Melania Santoro 
Italian 
 
Italian 
 
Global Product 
Strategy, Jaguar Land 
Rover, United Kingdom 
 
Sector: Automotive 
 

In Global Product 
Strategy, Melania 
Santoro enables the 
development of vehicle 
concepts through yearly 
delivery of commodities 
and systems strategies 
addressing a 10-year 
time frame. Melania's role 
provides timed and 
synchronized delivery 
plans of company 
strategies, combining 
brand identity with 
portfolio direction 
including guidance on 
global trends and 
consumer needs for each 
system level and selling 
segments. An output of 
her work in cycle 
convergence of the 
strategy phase enabling 
the delivery and launch 
phase of a robust plan of 
electrified vehicles.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nick Saunders 
British 
 
Co-Founder, Saunders & 
Long Ltd., United 
Kingdom 
 
Sector: Luxury Retail 

As Co-Founder of 
Saunders & Long, a 
luxury hair and skincare 
line (which launched in 
London in June 2019), 
Nick Saunders is 
responsible for all design, 
content and 
communications 
decisions within the 
brand. With his partner 
he has also been 
responsible, thus far, for 
all the fundraising and 
execution of bringing the 
product line to market. 
Following our launch in 
June at Fortnum & 
Mason, the company is 
now building out our 
management team which 
Nick hopes will allow him 
to focus on design and 
marketing.
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David Streule 
British 
 
Mature 
Student/Parent/Amateur 
Sportsman, UK 
 
Sector: Metals and 
mining - commercial 

Previously working in 
commodity trading at 
Trafigura, Goldman 
Sachs and Glencore and 
having risen to a position 
of senior management 
David Streule decided it 
is time for him and his 
family to return home to 
the UK from Switzerland 
to find new challenges. 
David is starting the 
EMBA away from the 
workplace with a 
completely open mind to 
where it takes him, he is 
taking the opportunity to 
spend extra time with the 
family and to get fit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Zeeshan Suhail 
Pakistani 
 
Urdu 
 
Communications 
Consultant, Independent 
Consultant, Pakistan 
 
Sector: Development 

Zeeshan Suhail leads 
communications efforts 
on behalf of the United 
Nations Development 
Programme within the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals Support Unit at the 
Ministry of Planning, 
Development and 
Reform.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rudina Suti 
Albanian 
 
Advisor to the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Albanian 
Government. Albania 
 
Sector: Government 
 

Rudina Suti provides 
strategic advice to the 
Minister on key areas of 
the ‘100 Villages’ project 
and in rural development, 
such as the 
implementation of the 
projects; as well as 
coordinating with interest 
groups and lobbyist, and 
stakeholders in 
Parliament. Rudina 
liaises with the UN, the 
EU, UNESCO, USAID, 
the World Bank on 
developing the ‘100 
Villages’ project to 
encourage tourism 
development and rural 
women empowerment; 
presenting and liaising 
with inviting foreign 
investors and businesses 
in Albania with specific 
interest in Agri-tourism. 
 
    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rafik Suvaryan 
Armenian 
 
Armenian 
 
Board Member, Chief 
Risk Officer, ID Bank, 
Armenia 
 
Sector: Banking 

Rafik Suvaryan monitors 
the bank's capacity to 
take risks through its 
Integrated Risk 
Management Framework. 
Within this, Rafik 
monitors a range of 
financial and non-
financial risk metrics to 
ensure that the bank's 
risk profile is in line with 
risk appetite. The bank's 
risk appetite, which is 
approved by both the 
Council and the 
Management Board, 
defines the desired 
forward-looking risk 
profile, and informs the 
strategic and financial 
planning process. It is 
designed to be able to 
withstand market volatility 
and stress, while meeting 
regulatory requirements.
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  Noman Tahir 
  British 
 
  Urdu 
 
Head of Business 
Development, Fajr 
Capital, United Arab 
Emirates 

 
  Sector: Private Equity 

Noman Tahir has over a 
decade of experience 
working in both 
developed and emerging 
markets. He is currently 
based in Dubai, UAE, 
where he oversees 
strategic initiatives and 
business development at 
Fajr Capital, a private 
equity firm owned by 
sovereign wealth funds 
from the Middle East and 
Southeast Asia.  
Noman is actively 
involved in various 
aspects of Fajr Capital's 
investment activities, 
including fundraising, 
deal origination and 
portfolio value creation, 
and serves on the firm's 
management committee. 
He is also responsible for 
spearheading the 
development and 
management of the Fajr 
Capital's key industry and 
financial relationships.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William Tan 
Malaysian 
 
Mandarin 
 
Head of Legal, 
Northeast Asia, BT, 
Hong Kong SAR 
 
Sector: TNT 

William Tan is the Head 
of Legal for BT in 
Northeast Asia region. He 
also sits in various 
regional management 
teams for BT, namely, 
Northeast Asia Regional 
Management Committee, 
Hong Kong Country 
Management Committee, 
China Country 
Management Team, 
Korea Country 
Management Team.  
William is also the special 
point of Legal contact for 
various functions and 
departments for BT 
across Asia Pacific, 
Middle East and Africa 
such as procurement, 
trading and command 
business and indirect 
channels.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Martha Tang 
Chinese 
 
Cantonese 
 
Managing Director and 
Chief Finance Officer, 
Aquales Investment 
Limited, Hong Kong 
 
Sector: Accounting and 
Finance 
 

Martha Tang is qualified 
as an advocate and 
Solicitor of the High Court 
of West Malaysia and the 
Solicitor of the High Court 
of Hong Kong SAR. The 
principal business goal of  
the company is to 
develop and manage 
investment in 
environmental projects. 
Martha’s main 
responsibilities include 
sourcing and review of 
potential investment 
proposals, financial 
reporting, management 
accounting, corporate, 
China, Hong Kong and 
international tax filings 
and planning, merger and 
acquisition, IPO process, 
internal control and risk 
management, ERP 
system implementation, 
organizing annual audit.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Agne Taujanskiene 
Lithuanian 
 
Russian 
 
Regional Internal Audit 
Manager Europe and 
Africa, Inchcape Motors, 
Lithuania 
 
Sector: Retail 
(automotive) 

Agne Taujanskiene is 
Regional Internal Audit 
Manager for Europe and 
Africa at Inchcape 
Motors, a role in which 
she is responsible for 
providing assurance 
provision that major risks 
affecting the Group 
businesses are being 
managed appropriately 
by means of an effective 
control framework. This 
includes planning and 
execution of financial, 
operational and 
compliance audits and 
special project activities 
in the Region, leading 
Group wide compliance 
projects which require 
cross-functional 
collaboration and leading 
complex whistleblowing/ 
fraud investigations 
across Europe including 
Russia.  

 

 

  

T 



EMBA S19 CLASS PROFILES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adam Thorpe 
American 
 
CEO & President, Castle 
& Cooke Mortgage, USA 
 
Sector: Finance/Legal 

As Castle & Cooke 
Mortgage's senior leader, 
Adam Thorpe established 
the company's core 
guiding principles and 
values and directed the 
company’s growth and 
operational strategies. 
Adam developed and 
oversaw the company's 
key business initiatives 
and managed loan 
production (approx. $1.5 
billion annually). Adam 
oversaw all director-level 
employees and company 
departments. Adam also 
administered the 
company’s relationships 
with key counterparties 
including, but not limited 
to, investors, agencies, 
warehouse lenders and 
state and federal 
regulators.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Laurence Timmons 
British 
 
Head of Sales, CME 
Group, UK 
 
Sector: Finance 

Laurence Timmons is 
Head of Partner 
Management, 
Independent Software 
Vendors (ISV) and 
Strategic Relations, and 
is based in London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Marko Umicevic 
Croatian 
 
Croatian 
 
Director - Oil&Gas 
Consulting Leader SEE, 
PwC, Croatia 
 
Sector: Management 
Consulting - Energy 

Marko Umicevic drives 
the oil and gas practice 
by developing and 
delivering products, 
services and expanding 
capabilities in the 
industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Erik Van Ommeren 
Dutch 
 
Other 
 
Oil & Gas Trading 
Manager, Royal Dutch 
Shell, Singapore 
Sector: Oil & Gas 
 
 
 

Erik Van Ommeren leads 
development, 
management and trading 
of Oil & Gas, 
Petrochemicals and 
Freight Trading books in 
the Eastern Hemisphere 
and is also responsible 
for new business 
development in 
developed and emerging 
markets. 
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  Justin White 
  American 
 
Operations 
Superintendent, 
Kosmos Energy, United 
States of America 

 
  Sector: Energy 

Justin White manages 
Kosmos Energy’s day-to-
day operations. This 
involves 
scouting/contracting 
vendors and facilities for 
new country entries. 
Once operations are 
ongoing Justin manages 
a team of 150+ personnel 
including health, safety, 
environmental, logistics, 
rig and engineering 
teams. Justin’s primary 
responsibilities are to 
make sure there is no 
harm to people or the 
environment, and to 
make sure operations run 
smoothly. He is also the 
primary link for 
operations between the 
corporate team located in 
Dallas and the overseas 
offices.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Juraj Zamecnik 
Slovakian 
 
French, German, Slovak 
 
Chief Operating Officer 
at 3IPK, Executive 
Assistant Operations at 
Airbus Defence and 
Space,3IPK, Airbus, 
Germany 
 
Sector: Aerospace 
 
 

Juraj Zamecnik is co-
founder and COO of 
aerospace blockchain 
startup 3IPK Juraj leads 
the operations, business 
development, finance, 
investor, as well as 
aerospace business 
related activities. 
Currently on hold in to 
pursue this startup 
opportunity I have led the 
office of the Head of 
Operations at Airbus 
Defence and Space. 
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