
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAID BUSINESS SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

PERSHING SQUARE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP  

 

SCHOLAR  PROFILES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERSHING SQUARE SCHOLARS - COHORT 4 

 
Lauren Xie 
United States 
MSc Nature Society and Environmental Policy 
 
Summary: Lauren’s aim is to develop her own organisation working at the public-private 
interface to improve the social and environmental sustainability of agricultural supply 
chains. 
 
Bio: Lauren is fluent in English, Mandarin, and Bahasa Indonesia. She often finds herself in the middle of the 
Indonesian jungle with no WiFi or power supply managing projects that improve the lives of thousands of local 
farmers. 
 
Upon graduating from Harvard, Lauren received the Rockefeller Fellowship which supported her to work for the 
United Nations coordination office for REDD+ in Indonesia. The Fellowship also enabled her to work as a voluntary 
consultant, improving the livelihoods of indigenous peoples in some of the most remote areas of Indonesia. With 
offers to join some of the world’s leading consultancy firms, Lauren instead decided to remain focused on Indonesia 
and began working for the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, bringing together the 
Indonesian government, private sector stakeholders, and local research institutes in order to improve agricultural 
systems in the region. 
 
Lauren selected to study the MSc in Nature, Society and Environmental Governance with the MBA, which will allow 
her to delve further into the social theory and ethical frameworks for understanding human-environmental 
relationships. For Lauren, it is not enough to focus on a narrowly defined set of environmental or development 
objectives within an organization without fully understanding how her energies can effect long-term sustainable and 
resilient outcomes toward social justice. 
 
Lauren graduated from Harvard University with a BA in Environmental Science and Public Policy. 
 

 

Giorgio Tarraf 
Lebanon 
MSc Comparative Social Policy 
 
Summary: Giorgio is an incredible orator who established an NGO in Beirut and has 
had a successful career at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
 
Bio: Giorgio is an inspiring and ambitious young leader who has faced enormous 
challenges head on in order to achieve positive social change.  
 
While studying at university in Beirut his father died and his family home was illegally demolished. This was 
commonplace in post-war Beirut and it inspired Giorgio to create the ‘Save Beirut’s Heritage’ NGO. He took on the 
construction companies and corrupt/incompetent government bodies by using social media and an army of 
volunteers. He took the fight all the way to Lebanon’s Supreme Court and won. As a result, the NGO saved 128 
historic architectural landmarks in Beirut, as well as preventing the displacement of hundreds of families. However, 
soon after the ruling, seven landmarks were illegally demolished under the protection of armed militias, his NGO 
office was vandalised and he was instructed to flee the country. Giorgio has since rebuilt his life in the US, working 
on a variety of projects at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.  
 
As a Pershing Square Scholar, Giorgio will use the 1+1 MBA to create a consulting firm that will work to help guide 
the construction of cities that are safe, inclusive and sustainable. Clean energy, climate mitigation, inclusive housing, 
infrastructure, and public health are only some of the areas he plans to focus on.   
 
Giorgio graduated from the American University of Beirut with a BSc in Biology. 



Tulsi Parida 
United States, India 
MSc Social Science of the Internet 
 
Summary: Tulsi is a Teach for America alumna now working as a director of an education 
social enterprise in India. She intends to develop online education solutions that extend 
beyond digital divides and are accessible to the lowest echelons of society. 
 
Bio: Tulsi received offers for both the MSc in Education and the MSc in Social Science of the Internet, but she 
decided to combine the MSc in Social Science of the Internet with the MBA for her 1+1, as she believes that 
innovations in technology provide the best opportunities to rapidly scale impact in the education sector. 
 
After graduating from Northwestern University in the US, Tulsi joined Teach for America and began teaching in the 
Bronx. She describes the first year of teaching as being the hardest year of her life; however she successfully brought 
95% of her students to reading at grade level and increased English Language Arts test results by 70%. Tulsi then 
joined Newsela in the New York and gained valuable experience launching a literacy education tech solution to more 
than 100,000 teachers worldwide. 
 
Tulsi decided that she wanted to focus on having an impact on literacy in South Asia, so she relocated to Mumbai 
and took up a role as the Director of Growth for Zaya Learning Labs, an edu-tech start up aimed at supporting English 
learning for children in India. Tulsi joins Oxford as a Pershing Square Scholar with a plan to develop an education 
solution that incorporates teacher empowerment and user behaviour with technology to scale global literacy 
solutions, particularly in the Global South. 
 
Tulsi graduated from Northwestern University with a BSc in Education. 
 

 

Carl Rietschel 
Germany 
MSc Computer Science 
 
Summary: Carl is a First Class Mathematics graduate from Cambridge with a 780 GMAT, 
3 years of progressive experience as a consultant at BCG, and a passion for the future of 
Artificial Intelligence. 
 
Bio: Carl is very unique, as he combines astonishing academic prowess in the most 
quantitative of subject areas, with impressive communication skills (International Linguistics Olympiad) and strong 
leadership. Carl studied at one of the most prestigious high schools in the UK, achieving perfect grades in the most 
challenging quantitative subject areas, followed by a First Class Honours degree in Mathematics at Cambridge, which 
is widely known as the most challenging undergraduate degree in the UK, if not the world. 
 
Completing internships at UBS and the Climate Service Centre, where he published papers on climate-induced 
migration, Carl went on to join the Boston Consulting Group where his passion for computer science grew. At BCG 
Carl lead projects that utilised Big Data in innovative ways, enabling a global automotive supplier to raise revenue, as 
well as creating effective models for strategic workforce planning in the public sector.  
 
For Carl, Oxford’s 1+1 MBA, including a Master’s in Computer Science, will be the starting point to join the field of AI 
in both research and business. He finds the opportunities AI provides to tackle complex problems with positive 
impact in the real world deeply motivating, and strongly believes in the potential benefits of its applications for the 
public good. 
 
When considering future game changers, in the line of Larry Page and Elon Musk, Carl Rietschel certainly has the 
intellect and ability to have an impact on a grand scale. 
 
Carl graduated with a First Class Honours degree in Mathematics from Cambridge University. 
 



Tim Krupa 
Canada 
Master of Public Policy 
 
Summary: At just 25 years old, Tim is the Lead Policy Advisor on Youth, Sport, and 
Disabilities to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.  
 
Bio: During his undergraduate studies, Tim travelled to Zambia and created a project 
which offered after-school community sports clubs for youth empowerment in rural areas. The project grew and 
now has more than 2,000 ‘at-risk’ girls and boys participating on a regular basis, promoting teamwork, gender 
equality, and supporting school completion. 
 
After graduating, Tim joined the office of Justin Trudeau as a special assistant for outreach, representing the future 
Prime Minister at caucus meetings. Tim was a key member of the team that went on to win the election and he 
moved up from being a special assistant to being the lead policy advisor on areas such as Youth, Sport, and 
Disabilities. He lead the Disabilities Act, Youth Employment Strategy, and provides the Prime Minster with regular 
briefings on cabinet decisions and policy updates. Tim attends cabinet committee meetings on behalf of the Prime 
Minister and provides strategic reports to senior ministers. 
 
Tim has seen the value of practical business experience in the field of politics and has chosen to pursue the MBA 
with the prestigious and highly competitive MPP in order to hone his skills in both political and business leadership, 
and in the long-term bring those skills back to the government of Canada and run for a senior leadership position 
himself. 
 
Tim graduated as Valedictorian with a BSc in Biology from the University of British Columbia. 
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Dr Vuyane Mhlomi (Applied during DPhil) 
South Africa 
DPhil Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
 
Summary: Dr Vuyane Mhlomi is a former Rhodes Scholar, Medical Doctor, and serial 
social entrepreneur who grew up in one of the most notorious townships in South 
Africa. 
 
Bio: Dr Vuyane Mhlomi grew up with his single-parent mother in a household of 10 
children in one of South Africa’s most notorious townships, Khayelitsha. His mother suffered a stroke as he was 
studying for his final exams, and he was tasked with studying while taking care of her. Despite these setbacks he 
graduated third in a class of 171 students. He was awarded the Dr Helen Brown Prize for the second-best final year 
student in clinical medicine and was on the Dean’s Merit List and Medicine Honours List. 
 
He has been awarded several honors, including the Ackerman Family Foundation Award for outstanding leadership, 
and the South African Medical Association Young Leaders Award. He is a World Economic Forum Global Shaper and a 
Fellow of the Oxford Global Leadership Initiative. He is the founder of the MH Foundation, an educational non-profit 
organization he founded with other young professionals in South Africa. The MH Foundation offers scholarships to 
children from poor backgrounds through a program of educational support, mentoring, personal and career 
development, and social responsibility. Vuyane is named amongst the Johannesburg-based Mail & Guardian 
newspaper’s Top 200 Young South Africans. 
 
Vuyane has a First Class Honours degree in Medicine and Surgery from the University of Cape Town. 

 

 
James Burton 
Australia 
MSc African Studies 
 
Summary: James’ goal is to support the development of businesses in emerging markets 
using breakthrough technological innovations; a wish that has originated in his personal 
ties to South Africa and is cemented by his professional career to date.  
 
Bio: James was born in Johannesburg, South Africa but moved to Australia at a young 
age. He started his career in a series of charitable roles, including a not-for-profit raising 
funds for child victims of sexual assault in South Africa, later broadening his work into public policy roles. 
 
Through a combination of his studies with professional experience, James managed to secure a Chief of Staff role 
with the private office of Peter Diamandis. In this capacity, James researched and proposed new ventures, formed 
strategic relationships and contributed towards fundraising for projects such as the XPRIZE. James is passionate 
about these fundraising campaigns, in particular the ones targeted at improving living conditions in the developing 
world. 
 
His longer-term goals focus on working with companies that use technological innovations in areas such as energy, 
food and healthcare provision to meet the challenges of the developing world. 
 
James holds a Bachelor of Arts in Government and International Relations and Philosophy from the University of 
Sydney. 
 
 
 
 



Bethany Larsen 
United States 
MSc Evidence-Based Social Intervention and Policy Evaluation 
 
Summary: Beth has a strong interest in poverty and health through work experience in 
Rwanda. Her goal is to improve the lives of impoverished women in Africa.  
 
Bio: Beth’s interest in tackling poverty and international health issues began when she 
was sixteen on a medical mission trip to Duk Payuel, now in South Sudan, where she 
witnessed shocking health inequity. This encounter inspired her to found during her time 
at Lawrence University, the chapter of GlobeMed, a national organisation that partners 
university chapters with grass-roots organizations to improve the health of the 
impoverished. Her work with GlobeMed led Bethany to develop a partnership with a community-based non-profit in 
Rwanda called Health Development Initiative (HDI), an organisation which she joined after graduation.  
 
In her capacity as Program Coordinator and later as Director of Development for HDI in Kigali, Bethany oversaw the 
fundraising and strategic planning efforts of the organisation, focussing on fundraising and grant writing and 
addressing staff capacity gaps through workshops.  
 
Beth’s intention is to create a business that connects female entrepreneurs in developing countries to resources and 
markets that empower them to take control of their lives and the lives of their children to break the cycle of poverty. 
 
Beth holds a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from Lawrence University. 
 

 
James Dickson 
New Zealand, Austria 
MSc Evidence-Based Social Intervention and Policy Evaluation 
 
Summary: James is passionate about data and how it can help to bring change to the 
developing world. His work background is strongly based in the UN in Vienna, with 
several roles in the past years.  
 
Bio: After his studies of European Languages in New Zealand, James worked in Ghana 
and Taiwan until joining the United Nations in Vienna, where he has held several 
positions for several departments.  
 
He worked on the design and implementation of development cooperation 
programmes across a range of sectors, helping to ensure that they are analytically 
sound, well-managed, with measurable impact on the communities. One focus has been change management, which 
means finding ways in which to help organisations work more efficiently, with greater learning while also analysing 
trends and changes that affect the future of these public sector organisations. 
 
James’ wish is to change the world by measuring it. He is passionate about analysing and deconstructing problems, 
finding evidence, and promoting learning from prior experience, in order to effectively support communities and 
improve lives. The main focus of James’ future efforts is the use of mobile telephone platforms and how to generate 
and provide information to communities in developing countries, as well as looking how might be made more 
effective in supporting communities’ needs.  
 
James holds a Master of Advanced International Studies, International Relations, International Law and Economics 
from the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and a Bachelor of Arts in European Languages from the University of 
Waikato. 

 
 
 



Yisroel Meir Wachs 
United States, Israel 
MSt Study of Religion 

Summary: Meir combines religious studies in Talmudic Law with a strong 

entrepreneurial background, having successfully founded and managed several 

companies. 

Bio: Entrepreneurial from a young age, Yisroel has gained relevant experience 
founding his own company early on, growing it from a one-person to 30+ people 
operation.  
 
At the age of 24, his scope expanded into Real Estate and Finance by investing into distressed real estate assets in 
the US after the 2008 market crash. Two years later, with financial independence and robust investments, Meir 
decided to move to Jerusalem to begin studies in Talmudic Law. During his study years, he continued to manage and 
grow his company, while at the same time co-founding a proprietary trading firm in New York. This successful 
venture eventually merged with another company.    

In addition to his business responsibilities, Meir taught and provided counselling to over 400 undergraduate students 
in Israel. He also travels extensively all over the world, having visited over 70 countries in the past years.  

Yisroel’s view to change the world concentrates on using entrepreneurship as a bridge and resource to the economic 
empowerment of individuals and societies, recognising the role religion plays in many conflicted societies. 
 
Yisroel holds a Master in Talmudic Law from Ohr Somayach, Tanenbaum College and a Bachelor of Arts in Talmudic 
Law with a Minor in Education from the same College. 

 

 
Katie-Coral Sicora 
United States 
MSc in Nature, Society and Environmental Governance 
 
Summary: Through her recent work experience and her willingness to change the 
rules of the game, Katie-Coral’s plan is to address environmental and social 
challenges through ethical entrepreneurship.  
 
Bio: From childhood to university, Katie-Coral has always been willing to challenge 
the rules of the game resulting in her being the first person in her family to go to 
college.  
 
Stories that create change have inspired Katie-Coral, from shooting a documentary in Sierra Leone and writing 
content for presidential candidates in Kenya to supporting the first online communication office for a US Senator and 
most recently producing integrated marketing campaigns that highlight how the world’s biggest creators of waste 
can reduce their carbon footprint. In her last position before joining Oxford, Katie-Coral worked as Senior Marketing 
Specialist at Bluebeam where helped global contractors take paper-intensive processes digital and go paperless.  
 
Her experiences with for-profit, yet mission-driven, technology have resulted in an interest in social enterprise. It is 
at the intersection of technology and the environment where Katie-Coral would like to continue working after her 
MBA. In the long-term, Katie-Coral’s goal is to lead a mission-driven technology firm that seeks to address global 
challenges to our natural resources. 
 
Katie-Coral holds a Bachelor of Science in Political Communication: Leadership and Social Advocacy from Emerson 
College. 
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Ndakuna Fonso Amidou 
Bamenda, Cameroon 
MSc Social Science of the Internet  
 
Summary: Ndakuna’s aim is to expand the availability of high-quality 
affordable healthcare across his native Cameroon by utilising technology and 
the Internet to scale his already successful clinic model. 
 
Bio: Born to illiterate parents in a remote village of Cameroon, Ndakuna 
almost didn’t go to school and only began his formal education at the age of 
10.  
 
To fund his undergraduate engineering studies, he worked full-time for the 
National Health Service as a mental health nurse before beginning his career as a Telecommunications Engineer, first 
with Motorola and then Vodafone.  
 
After many years of living in the U.K., Ndakuna visited Cameroon and was shocked at how little progress had been 
made in the healthcare delivery space. This wake-up call spurred him to help create whatever change he could by 
founding a clinic that caters to the rural population’s basic needs, such as pre-natal care, vaccinations, childbirth and 
disease management (including HIV/AIDS). The clinic now employs twenty people and has brought more than 1,000 
children safely into this world. 
 
Whilst in Oxford, Ndakuna is focusing on how technology and the Internet can be used to scale his clinic model and 
expand the availability to high-quality, affordable healthcare across Cameroon. He also is exploring how innovative 
technological solutions can aid in the fight against counterfeit pharmaceuticals.  
 

Ndakuna holds a Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic and Electrical Engineering from Brunel University. 
 

 
Davidson Edwards 
Roseau, Dominica 
MSc Computer Science 
 
Summary: Davidson’s goal is to drive economic growth and the advancement 
of the Caribbean software industry by developing high-quality, innovative 
tools for the region’s industries, governments and small businesses. 
 
Bio: Davidson came to Oxford armed with steadfast perseverance and 
dedication to the future growth and development of the Caribbean software 
industry. While working full-time day jobs, his desire to make an impact in his 
home region fuelled his drive to excel in his undergraduate studies through 
the University of London’s International Programmes in Computing.  
 
Davidson founded Tropicode Software Solutions – the first registered software development business in Dominica – 
where his endeavours included the creation of software tools to aid teachers in addressing sub-optimal learning 
outcomes and help the local agriculture industry identify the latest market trends and best practices. 
 
Davidson’s goal is to return to the Caribbean to empower economic growth and enhance the output of the region’s 
industries, governments and small businesses by continuing to develop high-quality, innovative software tools. He 
also hopes to nurture the development of the software industry itself, with the aim of creating a community and 
atmosphere where other professionals and organisations will thrive. 
 
Davidson holds a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science from University of London. 



Islom Nazarov 
United Kingdom 
DPhil Systems Approaches to Biomedical Science 
 
Summary: Through his extensive experience in biomedical research and practical 
business training, Islom (Bobojon) plans to ensure more beneficial scientific 
discoveries are available to the consumer market by fostering relationships 
between academia and industry. 
 
Bio: Islom (Bobojon) began his career as a financial analyst in London and gained 
his Levels 1 and 2 qualifications as a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) before 
pursuing an MSc in Pharmacology and now a DPhil in Systems Approaches to 
Biomedical Sciences at the University of Oxford.  
 
Whilst in Oxford, Bobojon’s research focused on the mechanisms underlying cardiac disease with the aim of 
improving drug therapies. This work in academia has provided him with insights into the numerous, valuable 
laboratory findings that often remain dormant – particularly in the cardiac field.  
 
To address this, Bobojon founded Oxford Pharmacology Ventures, a student society that brings new innovations to 
market by developing relationships between the University’s Pharmacology Department and the biopharmaceutical 
industry. 
 
His long-term goal is to continue fostering ties between the academic and industry communities to ensure a larger 
number of biomedical discoveries more fully benefit society by being realised in the consumer market, whilst also 
generating financial returns to support further research.   
 
Bobojon holds a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacology and a Master of Science in Economics, Finance & Management 
from University of Bristol; as well as a Master of Pharmacology from the University of Oxford.  
 

 

Ashley Thomas 
United States 
MSc Water Science, Policy and Management  
 
Summary: As a water engineer, Ashley has delivered clean water technologies in 
seven countries across Africa. Her goal is create tangible on-the-ground solutions 
that will achieve large-scale impact by drastically improving water and sanitation 
services for the world’s poor. 
 
Bio: Ashley’s career to-date has focused on delivering clean water technologies to 
improve the lives of Africa’s poor. Her work in providing products to two million customers in seven countries across 
Africa has given her an in-depth understanding of base-of-the-pyramid customers and the complex global supply 
chains required to reach them. 
  
As a Design Engineer and Product Manager for International Development Enterprises (iDE) in Ethopia, Ashley 
designed a new irrigation technology, set up micro-enterprises in three districts, and sold 15,000 products. She then 
worked as a Water and Environment Consultant at Harewelle International, before designing systems and supply 
chains for Evidence Action (formerly Innovations for Poverty Action) in Uganda and Kenya.  
 
Ashley believes that the future of the clean water technology sector will require an integrated approach that 
includes governments, business and academia. Her goal is to work at this interface, translating knowledge into 
tangible on-the-ground solutions that will achieve large-scale impact, and ultimately to become a leader in this next 
generation of development by drastically improving water and sanitation services for the world’s poorest people. 
 
Ashley holds a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
 



Seth Collins (Applied during MSc) 
United States 
MSc Environmental Change and Management 
 
Summary: Seth has a background in climate policy, governance, and economics in the 
United States with a keen interest in transitioning cities to a low-carbon economy.  
 
Bio: Seth decided to combine his MSc in Environmental Change and Management with 
the Oxford MBA as he sees that business is what will take the initiative and drive the 
change needed to prevent an excessive temperature rise on our planet.  
 
Prior to his studies, Seth was a Program Analyst in the Climate Investment Funds at the World Bank Group, working 
to on the Scaling Up Renewable Energy Program. This initiative looks at growing a trust fund for supporting real 
estate technologies in low income countries and support the development of investment plans in low income 
countries. Seth has worked in several policy roles, some in Washington D.C., mainly relating to environmental and 
energy issues.  
 
Seth’s goal is to help cities as main drivers in the transition to a low-carbon economy by showing them that they are 
able to profitably facilitate the transition. He will achieve this by leading a fund to offer consultation around 
appropriate low-carbon solutions for a city and its infrastructure through investor-friendly green bonds. 
 
Seth holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Language and Literature from the University of Michigan. 
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Gayathri Balan 
MSc in Comparative Social Policy  
 
Summary:  
Gayathri’s path to Oxford literally started with a journey. In 2011, she was selected 
for Jagriti Yatra – a 15-day, nationwide train expedition to meet Indian social 
entrepreneurship role models and explore the country’s great diversity. This inspired 
her to leave her Functional Analyst position at Schneider Electric India to pursue her 
social entrepreneurial dreams. 
 
Gayathri passion was to help alleviate India’s sanitation crisis through an engaging mass media campaign that will 
change people’s mind-set, and ultimately their behaviour, towards sanitation. While in Oxford, Gayathri enjoyed 
debates at the Oxford Union and served as the Oxford Women in Politics Society, Kellogg College Representative.  
 
Gayathri holds a Bachelor of Technology in Information Technology from VIT University, Vellore, India. As a 1+1 
student, she combined the MSc in Comparative Social Policy with the Department of Social Policy & Intervention 
with the Oxford MBA. She was also the recipient of the JN Tata Scholarship, Lady Meherbai D.Tata Scholarship, MK 
Tata Scholarship, KC Mahindra Scholarship and Sir Dorabji Tata Travel Grant. 
 
Since completing the programme, Gayathri secured a job with PwC, India office. She joined as a Consultant in the 
Social Sector Advisory team, New Delhi Office. This is part of the larger Government Regulations and Infrastructure 
Development (GRID) practice at PwC. She is working on a range of exciting projects with clients such as UNDP, Govt 
of India, World Bank, etc. The work entails capacity building, feasibility studies, and assessment studies. They also 
have a growing focus on Public Private Partnerships. Gayathri is on a fast track career trajectory and is the first 
Oxford graduate to join the team. 
 

 
 

Eve Binder 
MSc in Social Science of the Internet 
 
Summary:  
Eve came to Oxford from the trenches of corporate crisis communications, where she 
formed strong opinions on the ways companies interact with their stakeholders. Eve’s 
research focused on gamification, advertising and social policy, with an emphasis on 
how game elements can be used to stimulate altruism in non-traditional audiences.  
 
Eve holds a Bachelor of Arts in Literature from Yale University. In the first year of her Oxford 1+1 MBA programme, 
she studied the MSc in Social Science of the Internet at the Oxford Internet Institute. After completing the 
programme she joined Vox Media as a Business Development Director and has recently become a Director. 
 
 
“I had a wonderful time at Oxford, and am extremely happy in my current job. I started as the business development 
director of Vox Media, which is a TV studio affiliated with the PR firm Tulchan Communications. My role is to turn the 
studio from a failing business unit into a successful communications satellite company; it's a combination of 
marketing, finance, and sales that I find really challenging and exciting. I get to use both my MBA and my MSc in 
Internet Studies regularly, and do a lot of creative problem-solving. The job definitely still makes sense given my goals 
then and now. Among other things, I really enjoy helping young and interesting businesses tell better stories, 
particularly about social responsibility.” 
 

 

 

 



Alexandria Crampton 
MSc in Child Development and Education 
 
Summary:  
Alexandria (Lexi)’s passion for education policy has fuelled a decade-long, multi-
continental exploration of education systems. What started as a high school student 
passing reforms in her local district ultimately led her to Oxford. 
 
Over the past ten years, Lexi immersed herself in a wealth of experiences including: 
teaching English in Quilpué, Chile; supporting teachers with high-quality instructional resources at DC Public Schools; 
touring schools in China with the Chinese Ministry of Education; a Fulbright Fellowship at la Universidad Pedagógica 
Nacional in Mexico City; and teaching kindergarten in Miami’s Little Haiti neighbourhood as a Teach For America 
Corps member. 
 
Lexi’s passion is focused on supporting high-quality, scalable early education programme that serves families living in 
poverty. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Linguistics from Georgetown University, and a Master of Science in 
Education and Social Change from the University of Miami. 
 
Lexi now works as a consultant at a firm called Public Impact in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. It is a management 
consulting and policy firm that specializes in improving K-12 education, particularly students who have historically 
not been served well.  About half of their work is implementing innovative instructional models in schools, and the 
other half is related to research and policy.  Lexi has recently had her Oxford MSc dissertation successfully published 
as a journal article in the British Journal of Educational Psychology. 
 
 
“I really appreciate the support that I received from the Pershing Square Foundation, the degree programs I 
participated in at Oxford allowed me to get the job I have now. I also want to thank them for arranging the trek, as 
that was an eye-opening trip that really helped me explore what I wanted to do after graduation.  It was one of the 
best experiences I had during my time at Oxford and was inspiring and useful in equal measure.” 
 

 
 

Yasmin Kumi 
MSc in Social Science of the Internet 
 
Summary:  
Yasmin’s passion for West Africa is fuelled by her Ghanaian roots, as well as the 
energy of the people and variety of business opportunities she experienced while 
living in the region. 
 
After working with the German International Development Corporation and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to 
grow West Africa’s cashew industry, Yasmin spent three years as a consultant at McKinsey & Company focusing on 
projects in sub-Saharan Africa.  Her research focuses on a leading Ghanaian family business and its history since the 
1960s.  
 
While in Oxford, Yasmin is enjoyed learning from the diversity of backgrounds and life experiences of her fellow 
classmates and professors. In the first year of her programme, she served as a chair of the student-led Oxford Africa 
Conference 2015, which hosted the President of Ghana and 450 attendees in Oxford for a two-day event. 
 
Yasmin holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration/Business Law from European Business School, 
International University Schloss Reichartshausen.  
 
After completing the Oxford 1+1, Yasmin returned to McKinsey before leaving to start her own venture, the Africa 
Foresight Group, operating in Ghana, Nigeria and London. She also serves as the Executive Director of the Harambe 
Entrepreneur Alliance, an incredible network of highly educated young African entrepreneurs spearheading high 
impact social ventures across the continent. 



Tarun Varma 
MSc in Social Science of the Internet 
 
Summary:  
Tarun grew up in nine cities and towns throughout India. His education varied 
from small schools in remote towns to one of India’s foremost high schools in 
New Delhi. He has been consistently struck by how people are shaped by the 
schools they attend and their school experiences. 
 
Tarun began his career in a fast-track management cadre with Tech Mahindra 
managing projects for British Telecom. He then founded a firm that delivered 
software services to educational institutions. In 2011, Tarun transitioned to education when he taught grades 2 and 
3 as a Teach for India Fellow. 
 
Tarun’s passion is finding an educational model in-step with how children develop and foster curiosity, creativity and 
problem-solving skills. His research was on how teachers help primary school children develop self-regulation. Tarun 
also enjoys working on solutions that help schools outside of educational policy and methods. He is helping with a 
pilot providing solar power for schools in India, and a nutritional food business that helps reduce cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes markers in pregnant mothers and their children. 
 
After completing the 1+1 Tarun joined Primo Toys developing their strategy, with the aim of teaching children to 
code before they can read. He has since joined the Educate Global Fund, which is committed to improving 
educational outcomes and life chances for children in low-income communities with an initial focus on East Africa. 
Tarun has also recently launched a social start-up, ‘Social Solar’, providing solar power to off-grid communities in 
India. 
 
Tarun is still very involved with the School and is a passionate supporter of the Pershing Square Scholars community, 
hosting gatherings and providing guidance to the current cohort of scholars throughout their time in Oxford. 
 
Tarun holds a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from the University of Delhi. 


