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Swan-Ganz catheter
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Most innovations don’t work

"Young man, why would I 

feel like a failure? And why 

would I ever give up? I 

now know definitively over 

9,000 ways that an electric 

light bulb will not work. 

Success is almost in my 

grasp.“

Thomas Edison

BetterWorse

Arthroscopic lavage for 

osteoarthritis

Kirkley, NEJM 2008



Lancet, 2009

Repository of intervention 

descriptions is needed

A “Handbook” of Non-Drug Interventions



Are RCTs always needed for 

treatment questions?

� Some immediate & dramatic effects 

don’t need RCTs*

� Example:

� Child with nasal foreign body

� Dislodged with Parent Kiss method

� Case series of success 15/19

� Botma J Laryngol Otol 2000

* Glasziou, Chalmers, Rawlins, McCulloch BMJ 2007


